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Significant Environmental Areas and the East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan 

I attended a meeting of the Rowland Heights Coordinating Council at which representatives of 
the Los Angeles County Dept. of Regional Planning discussed the proposed Significant Ecological 
Areas Ordinance Amendment (Draft 9, March, 2018).  This ordinance will be part of a second 
document—The East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan.   
 
The County General Plan 2035 adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors on 
October 6, 2015 provides the policy framework to guide how and where the unincorporated 
areas will grow, and establishes goals, policies, and programs to “foster healthy, livable and 
sustainable communities”.   
 
The County General Plan is comprised of the following elements: Land Use, Mobility (the 
Highway Plan and the Bicycle Master Plan are sub-components of the Mobility Element), Air 
Quality Element (the Community Climate Action Plan is a sub-component of the Air Quality 
Element), Conservation and Natural Resources Element, Parks and Recreation Element, Noise 
Element, Safety Element Public Services and Facilities Element, The Public Services and Facilities 
Element, Economic Development Element, and the Housing Element. 
 
The General Plan Implementation section describes the ordinances, programs and tasks that 
will implement the General Plan. The section describes which County departments and 
agencies are responsible for implementation programs and sets a timeframe for completion of 
those programs. 
 
The County has been further divided into 11 geographical Planning areas; Hacienda Heights is 
located in the East San Gabriel Valley Planning Area.  This area encompasses the eastern 
portion of the County from the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains, with the southern 
boundary at the Orange County line, the eastern boundary with San Bernardino County and 
east of the 605 Freeway.  The region includes 21 unincorporated communities and 13 cities.  
 
This plan will include a comprehensive land use analysis of the unincorporated areas as well as 
ongoing coordination with surrounding jurisdictions and their land use policies.  Development 
of the plan will include collaboration with community residents, local businesses, community-
based organizations, public agencies and other County departments.   
 
According to Regional Planning Dept. representatives at this meeting, no time frame has been 
designated for completion of this planning process. 
 



 
 
  



 
Significant Ecological areas: 

 
Significant Ecological areas are regions the County has deemed important to facilitate a balance 
between development and biological resource conservation. Significant Ecological Areas in Los 
Angeles County were originally designated as part of the 1980 County General Plan.  The 
General Plan of 2035 updated the SEA boundary maps, goals and policies in 2015.  Expanded 
SEA boundaries were adopted in 2015, however there has never been a comprehensive update 
to the regulations since 1982.    
 
As a result, a new SEA ordinance is being proposed.  Draft 9 is now available for public review.  
The public comment period for the SEA ordinance will end on 5/14/18.  It is important that 
HHIA provide input for this ordinance as it affects activities in our Puente-Chino Hills and the 
areas under management by the Native Habitat Authority.   
 
For information on these plans go to:  http://planning.lacounty.gov/generalplan and 
http://planning.lacounty.gov/site/sea/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/PPT-for-RPC.pdf 
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Quemetco 
 
I just in the last week have received information that raw data from the soil tests have been 
obtained from DTSC by the Clean Air Coalition of Avocado Heights.  At this time this information 
has not been evaluated.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


