
  

  P.O. Box 5235  Hacienda Heights, CA 91745                        

www. hhia.net   

December, 2016 
Editor: Joan Licari 

Come to the Annual Meeting! 
Jan. 11th 

Hacienda Heights Community Center 
Doors open:  5 p.m. 
1234 Valencia Ave,  

Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  

 Annual Meeting and Election  
Jan. 11th!  

Come to your Annual Meeting  
On Jan. 11th  HHIA will hold its annual meeting.  All 
members and guests are invited to attend.  Get a chance 
to hear about what is going on in the Heights, hear from 
your local political representatives and meet your neigh-
bors.  The theme this year is “Bringing 2017 and the 
Community Together”.  The event will be at the Hacien-
da Heights Community Center located at 1234 Valencia 
Ave in Hacienda Heights.  Doors will open at 5 p.m.   
Members are free; guests are $10.  An included buffet 
dinner will be served at 6 p.m.  The program will begin 
about 6:45.  See the invitation and program with details 
on page 2. 
 
An important event this evening will be the election of 
new board members.  Six positions are open this year 
with 7 candidates.  Ballots are included with this news-
letter on page 7.  Each member, including husband and 
wife, is eligible to vote.  You can either send ballots by 

mail or bring to the dinner.  Ballots will be 
counted and the winners announced at the 
annual meeting.   Brief statements from 
the candidates are included on page 6.  The 
event will conclude about 8:30 p.m. 
 
We will be honoring Supervisor Don Knabe 

at the meeting who has been our supervisor for 20 
years.  Although the 4th District is home to over 2 mil-
lion residents, we appreciated his interest in Hacienda 
Heights throughout the years.  His early ties with Haci-
enda Heights increased by living here in the past.  He 
knew our area well in a district that stretches from Mari-
na Del Rey, to Long Beach, north to Hacienda Heights 
and east to Diamond Bar.    
 
Our new supervisor for the 4th District is Janice Hahn.  
See page 5 for more information on our new L.A. County 
representative. 

President’s Corner 

As my six-year journey as an HHIA Board Member, 
Director and President is nearing full term, I’d like to 
extend my sincerest gratitude and appreciation to the 
individuals, organizations, agencies and leadership 
that are making such a significant impact on the con-
tinual enhancement of our community and its envi-
rons.  Without them, we cannot make the various im-
provements (planned for and/or provided) to Hacien-
da Heights and its environs.  HHIA invests many an 
hour behind the scenes volunteering to provide coor-
dination and resolution for a myriad of community 
issues, hosting meetings and events, initiating com-
munication and dialog with various agencies and offi-
cials on behalf of the community and its residents.  I 
know first hand the value that HHIA brings to the 
community and quality of life we all have come to ap-
preciate and enjoy.  

In closing, I will ask that if you are truly interested in 
the quality of community and life in Hacienda Heights 
and its environs, please become/stay actively involved 
by volunteering your participation, talent, skill sets 
and time to the organizations that continue to provide 
a voice for the quality of community and life in Haci-
enda Heights. 

Sincerely, 

Brent R. Palmer 
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HHIA ANNUAL MEETING INVITATION AND PROGRAM 

WHEN:  JANUARY 11, 2017  

WHERE:  HACIENDA HEIGHTS COMMUNITY CENTER 

ADMISSION:  HHIA  MEMBERS & INVITED GUESTS - FREE                          

            RESIDENTS - $10.00 PER PERSON 

PROGRAM:   

5 PM:       DOORS OPEN & REGISTRATION OF MEMBERS BEGINS 

                 SOCIAL TIME WITH MUSIC BY JAY MUNNS – PIANIST 

5:45 PM: MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

    FLAG SALUTE AND ALLEGIANCE  

     INVOCATION 

     INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & HONOREES 

6 PM:       BUFFET OPENS 

7 PM:       MEETING RESUMES  

8:30 PM:  ADJOURNMENT 

PRESIDENT:              

BRENT R. PALMER 

VICE-PRESIDENT:      

MIKE WILLIAMS 

SECRETARY:          

CHRISTINE GEIGER 

TREASURER:            

JOAN SNYDER 

BOARD OF DIRETORS:  

TED CHANG          

CHRISTINE GEIGER         

SANDY KEAT              

JIM KLEINPELL       

SHOU JEN KUO                   

JOAN LICARI                

JEFFREY LIN          

BRENT PALMER       

STEVE RODRIGUEZ  

DAVID SALCEDO    

JOAN SNYDER        

MIKE WILLIAMS 

Hacienda Heights Improvement Association 
 

Post Office  Box 5235   Hacienda Heights, CA  91745 
 

 PLEASE RSVP WITH: JOAN SNYDER (626) 968-5246 OR DAVID SALCEDO (310) 318-4149 

OR BRENT PALMER AT (310) 972-0102 OR  MIKE WILLIAMS AT (626) 333-1774. 
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What’s happening in the Heights? 

Ride the Heights Hopper!  
 

A new shuttle service started in Hacienda Heights 
and Rowland Heights on Nov. 18th.  This service will 
provide needed transportation opportunities for all 
residents, particularly those who do not drive.   
 
The Hopper was introduced at a “Sneak Peek” com-
munity meeting at which the progress on our library 
that is currently undergoing remodeling was de-
scribed.  Reopening will take place early in the 
Spring.   Also shown at the meeting was the  MākMō 
—a mobile van from the County of L.A Public Library 
system—a new delivery system to support STEAM 
programs in the county.  STEAM programs enhance 
science, technology, arts, and math programs in to 
our area. 
 
The Hopper connects county facilities in the two 
communities.  Seniors and children under 5 ride 
free, residents pay 25 cents.  Service is about every 
hour and a half.   
 
It travels a loop from Pathfinder Park in Rowland 
Heights, travels through Rowland Heights and en-
ters Hacienda Heights with a stops within the com-
munities that allow travels to reach the Puente Hills 
Mall, Schabarum Park, Gale Ave Plaza, the Commu-
nity Center, Hacienda Heights Library, Manzanita 
Park, Pepperbrook Park, and the Steinmetz Center.  
   
   
 
 
 
 

 

A new park is coming to the old dump! 

Supervisor Don 
Knabe cuts the rib-
bon on the new 
Heights Hopper on 
Nov. 18th at the 
Sneak Peek for our 
library undergoing 
remodeling.  Mike 
Williams, VP of 
HHIA is right of 
Knabe in photo.   

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted on 
Oct. 2th to approve the Puente Hills Landfill Park Master 
Plan Project.  HHIA actively took part in the planning 
process throughout the environmental evaluation and 
design, meeting with the consultants for the L.A. County 
Parks and Recreation Dept., attending community 
meetings where residents and other citizens indicated 
activities they wanted, and commenting on environ-
mental studies.      
 
The new Master Plan is a long-term framework for po-
tentially what will happen when converting a portion of 
the once the largest sanitary landfill in the United States 
into a regional park.  It willprovid recreation and open 
space for County of Los Angeles residents.  The landfill 
closed in Oct. 2013.   
 
“I’m thrilled for the overwhelming support of this 
worthwhile project for the residents of L.A. County,” 
Supervisor Don Knabe said. “It has truly been a collabo-
rative effort with numerous county departments, stake-
holders and community members, and this Master Plan 
provides the roadmap for the region’s newest park on 
top of a landfill. Thank you to all involved in the process 
to develop this award-winning plan for the future.” 
 
The new park will provide recreational activities that will 
include  hiking, horse riding, bicycling, bird watching, 
picnicking, a dog park, and possibly a tram to travel 
from the entry facility on Crossroads Blvd. to the top.  
Development will take place over many years as subsid-
ence from garbage compaction and decomposition 
takes place.   
 
The first area to be constructed will be the western area 
on top of the landfill.  Current designs suggest initial ar-
eas of open space that can be utilized for picnicking, a 
bike skills area, scenic overlooks, walking and bicycle 
trails and for larger outdoors events such as concerts.  
This area, the western zone, is slated for development 
in the next few years.  Other areas will undergo im-
provement over many years as surfaces stabilize.  Two 
thirds of the park will remain as open space.     
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HHIA working for the community 

In the period since our last newsletter in late June, 
HHIA has been working with L.A. County and other or-
ganizations on behalf of our local residents.  On July 
2nd, we joined with the Kiwanis of Hacienda Heights 
to support the Jim Davis Beautification Day.  Each year 
organizations in the community work together gather-
ing trash along the route of the July 4th parade.  
Groups from the His Lai Buddhist Temple, Boy Scouts, 
the local Mormon Temple, Kiwanis and other organiza-
tions took trash bags and gloves in hand to scour Stim-
son from Grazide School to Steinmetz Park and along 
some areas of Hacienda Blvd. for trash. 

Two days later, HHIA had an entry in the Independ-
ence Day parade that has taken place for many years.  
Grand Marshal for the parade was retiring Supervisor 
Don Knabe 

In monthly meetings, the HHIA Board evaluated sever-
al proposed development projects that are going be-
fore the Los. Angeles County Planning Department.  
HHIA is the liaison between our community of over 
54,000 population and the County in the approval pro-
cess.  The Board also hears problems from residents 
that are bothering their neighborhoods, such as trash 
accumulation, unauthorized vendors, traffic problems 
and seeks solutions to the issues with the County.   

Come to HHIA Meetings 

The monthly meetings of HHIA are held at 

the Hacienda La Puente Unified School Dis-

trict Offices located at: 5959 E. Gale Ave., City 

Of Industry, CA 91745.  Meetings are held the 

third Monday of each month for of the year 

starting at 7 p.m. except for Dec. and Jan.  

The next meeting is Jan. 23, 2017, 

Hear reports from law local enforcement,  

government representatives, and discussion 

of new proposed projects for the Heights.  If 

you have a problem in your area, let us know 

during the public comment period.   

Quemetco testing continues 

HHIA continues to monitor issues surrounding the 
Quemetco Battery Acid facility located in the City 
of Industry but located on the border with Hacien-
da Heights on 7th St.  The plant, located within 
400 feet of Hacienda Heights homes, is currently 
seeking two permits—one for extending opera-
tions for another 10 years from the California 
Dept. of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and a 
permit to expand operations by 25% from the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD).  The plant recycles about 10 million 
lead-acid car batteries per year at the plant.  Local 
residents have concerns about potential lead and 
arsenic contamination in the soils of the area. 
 
Testing of soils from residential lots, commercial 
properties, and public right of ways has been on-
going.  Over 5,400 soil samples taken from 115 
residential local yards within a one-quarter mile of 
the plant have been analyzed for lead, arsenic and 
other metals.   
 
Commercial sites are now being sampled, alt-
hough a number of companies had not given per-
mission for testing on their property.  This is con-
cern since some of the highest readings for laeda-
round the Exide site in Vernon were found on 
rooftops of commercial/industrial sites.   
 
In July, State inspectors found a 3-inch hole in the 
company’s hazardous waste storage facility that 
contains lead and other toxic materials.  They also 
discovered the groundwater monitoring system 
was not in operation.  The D.T.S.C. gave the facility 
7 days to fix the problem.  Quemetco appealed 
the order and because D.T.S.C. has not filed its 
own appeal with the courts resolving these viola-
tions, resolution is stayed until a court hearing.  A 
decision may take 90 days after the agency files a 
request. 
 
Separately, the SCAQMD, has found that arsenic 
levels from the facility’s air emissions in areas to 
the northwest of the plant are elevated above 
regulated levels and are requiring Quemetco to 
come up with a plan to reduce the level of this 
cancer causing material.   
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HHIA welcomes our new supervisor 

On Nov. 7th voters in the 4th Supervisorial District chose Janice Hahn to succeed Don Knabe 
as our representative.  Knabe was termed out after three 4- year terms.  Prior to the elec-
tion, the now-Supervisor Hahn visited the HHIA meeting in October to introduce herself to 
local residents.  She is also expected to attend the HHIA Annual Dinner. 

The 4th District rambles from Diamond Bar, through Hacienda Heights and Whittier to the 
coast to include Long Beach and Marina Del Rey.   Her opponent in the 4th District race, Ste-

ve Napolitano, was an aide to outgoing Supervisor Don Knabe.  

Supervisor Hahn previously served on the Los Angeles City Council from 2011 to 2016 and as a Congresswoman 

from the 44th congressional district between 2011 and 2016 from which she retired to run for supervisor.  She 

comes from a family long involved in Southern California politics.  Her father, Kenneth Hahn, was a past Los Ange-

les County supervisor, her brother James Hahn served as Mayor of Los Angeles and an uncle, Gordon Hahn was a 

member of the California Assembly.     

 
 

Visit our website to keep up with local news 

Our new board member, Steve Rodriguez, has re-
cently revised and updated our HHIA website at 
www.hhia.net.  Visit is regularly to get information 
about HHIA.  Included are monthly reports sub-
mitted by committee members on things going on in 
the Heights, reports on environmental issues, new 
proposed developments, problems that are being 
solved in conjunction with the County, road work in 
the offing.   

Have a community problem?   

 Come to an HHIA meeting and ask what to do. 

 Check your Hacienda Heights Connection for 

the proper agency to solve your issue.  If you 

did not receive this, go to our website to see a 

digital copy and request a hard copy from the 

County. 

 Call 211 to contact L.A. County. 

Dear Member: 

On the following pages are materials for the election of HHIA Board Members.  See page 6 
for candidate statements and enclosed on page 7 is/are your ballot(s) for use in voting for 
candidates for the Board of Directors.  Two HHIA addressed envelopes are included in this 
mailing to submit ballots.   

You may vote for six or less candidates; write-in candidates may also be included in the blank spaces pro-
vided.  In the case of husband and wife, each individual ballot must be placed in its own ballot envelope.  
Cut along the lines indicated and place ballot(s) in the HHIA addressed envelopes.  Each voter must sign 
the HHIA addressed envelope in the space provided in the upper left hand corner of an envelope and pro-
vide a return address.  Please print your name and address above your signature on the mailing envelope.  
This is only for the purpose of verifying your membership and can in no way be used to identify your bal-
lot.   

Ballots must be received by Jan. 11th at our mailbox or brought to the annual dinner where all ballots will 
be counted.   

We urge you to exercise your right to vote.  Those elected will speak for the Hacienda Heights Improve-
ment Association and the community of which we are all a part. 
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Ted Chang 

My name is Ted Chang. It’s my privilege to be on the 
HHIA board member election ballot. I have been liv-
ing in Hacienda Heights with my wife Li-Nai since 
1984,; we both are immigrant from Taiwan. I came to 
the States with a full scholarship in USC master pro-
gram.  I have been working with different import & 
export companies since 1986 until now, with excep-
tion of being a full-time California Realtor during  
1990-1992.  I have seen Hacienda Heights transform 
from a lovely suburban to a vibrant community over 
these years. Although there are things to improve, I 
always tell my friends that this is the best town to 
live.  

Candidate Statements 

Joan Licari 

 I have been on the Board for 4 years and currently 
serve as the Chair of the Environmental Committee and 
newsletter editor.  I have lived with my family in Haci-
enda Heights since 1965 and am a life member of HHIA.  
Our children and grandchildren all attended our local K-
12 schools.  I graduated with a B.A. and M.A. in paleon-
tology from U.C. Berkeley and a Doctorate in Environ-
mental Science and Engineering (D.Env.) from U.C.L.A.  I 
retired as professor of Earth/Environmental Science at 
Cerritos College after 37 years and have also worked as 
Environmental Specialist for the United States Geologi-
cal Survey.  I also currently serve as Chair for the local 
Sierra Club task force that is active in our region and am 
active in the local garden club as field trip coordinator 
and newsletter editor.   

Troy Goodspeed 

My name is Troy Goodspeed.  I am a life member of 
the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association.  I 
have lived in Hacienda Heights for over 40 years.  My 
children and grandchildren attended local schools.  I 
am a former member of the Board.  I am retired from 
the USMC (Marines) and past president of the Friends 
of Industry Sheriffs Station (FOISS).  I now spend most 
of my time at the station, the mobile pistol range, and 
Volunteers on Patrol (VOP) and the Youth Activities 
League (YAL), 

Mike Williams 

Mike Williams and his wife Sigi moved to Hacienda 
Heights in 1986.  Mike retired from the US Air Force in 
1979 and retired later from Hughes Space and Commu-
nications Co. in 2000.  A life member of HHIA since 
2002, he was the HHIA President in 2004, 2005 and 
2006.  He currently serves as Vice-President, member 
of the Board of Directors and is Chair of the Public Re-
lations Committee. 

Lucy Pedregon 

My name is Lucy V. Pedregon and as a homeowner 
have lived in Hacienda Heights for over 38 years.  Hac-
ienda Heights is a small community described with a 
country like atmosphere due to the neighboring hills 
of wildlife.  It is a welcoming and beautiful community 
to raise a family.  Over twenty years ago, I had a con-
cern in which the Hacienda Heights Improvement As-
sociation offered direction.   Since then, my interest 
grew towards the organization of HHIA.  I have served 
two sets of terms with a two year break in between 
equaling 12 years of community service.   Before the 
end of my term in 2016 of January, I thought of a Time 
Capsule filled with community artifacts and docu-
ments now displayed in the new Hacienda Heights 
Community Center.   The Time Capsule will be opened 
in 24 years!  Thanks to the Supervisor’s staff, Parks & 
Recreation who made this project possible.   In addi-
tion, my other volunteer efforts include the honor of 
serving Supervisor Don Knabe as a liaison regarding 
“Families in Need” for over 14 years and serving in his 
“Public Safety Appreciation Luncheon” committee for 
the past 8 years.    It will be my pleasure to serve the 
community in the future once again through the Haci-
enda Heights Improvement Association!  Thank you. 

Joan Snyder 
 
I have lived in the San Gabriel Valley my entire life.  I 
was born in Monterey Park, graduated from Mark Kep-
pel High School, then earned Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees from Cal State, L.A..  I then taught in the Mon-
tebello Unified School District for 40 years.  I have been 
a resident of Hacienda Heights since 1969 and raised 
our children here... all graduated from Glen A. Wilson 
High School.  My husband, Jim and I remain active in 
our community.  I have served on the HHIA Board for 
the past two years, this past year as treasurer.  I am 
pleased to have wonderful memories and friendships in 
our community during the past 46 years.    

Sandy Keat 

I am currently an incumbent on the HHIA Board and 
have been serving our community for almost 4 years.  I 
have lived in Hacienda Heights for approximately 40 
years.  My daughter and son both attended Hillgrove 
Elementary, Orange Grove Middle School and graduated 
from Los Altos High School. 

For almost 30 years, I was a Manager in the corporate 
world.  I received my Bachelor of Science Degree from 
Cal State University, L.A.  I am now preparing to return 
to Cal Poly, Pomona to finish my Master’s Degree.  I 
hope you will consider voting to return me to the HHIA 
Board. 
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BALLOTS 

CANDIDATE NAME 
CHECK TO 

 SELECT 

JOAN SNYDER  

TED CHANG  

MIKE WILLIAMS  

SANDY KEAT  

JOAN LICARI  

LUCY PEDREGON  

TROY GOODSPEED  

  

  

CANDIDATE NAME 
CHECK TO 

 SELECT 

JOAN SNYDER  

TED CHANG  

MIKE WILLIAMS  

SANDY KEAT  

JOAN LICARI  

LUCY PEDREGON  

TROY GOODSPEED  

  

  

Cut along dashed lines 

VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN 6 VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN 6 
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HACIENDA HEIGHTS IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION    
P.O. Box 5235   

Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  

 

 

 

Come to the Annual Dinner 
 Jan. 11th  

 

To contact HHIA—Check our website www.hhia.net 

 Brent Palmer        Code Enforcement  
 Mike Williams      Public Relations 

 Sandy Keet  Community Relations    

 Jim Kleinpell  Membership 

 Ted Chang            Water and Utility 

 Christine Geiger  Parks and Recreation 

 Brent Palmer  Programs 

 Joan Licari  Environmental 

 David Salcedo  Public Safety and Health    

 Jeffrey Lin  Streets and Highways 

 Steve Rodriguez  Website 

 Joan Licari  Newsletter 

 Shou Jen Kuo  Zoning    

 


