
  

Working to build a better community 

President’s Corner 

 

T his year has continued to be an extremely busy and productive 
one for your HHIA Board of Directors.  The Board discussed 

in public forum and sent over a dozen position letters on various 
topics in the past including but not limited to, Conditional Use 
Permits (CUP) for St. John Vianney Catholic Church; Wildwood 
Mobile Country Club; 168 Market; Verizon wireless cell sites; 
illegal maternity housing; support of the National Park Service to 
control the local wildlife habitats surrounding our community; 
Puente Hills trailheads access and the continued oversight of the 
Puente Hills landfill conversion to a county regional park.   
 
We shall continue to update our website and provide informative 
items of interest to the community.  Please refer to http://
hhia.wordpress.com and review the information provided.  Other 
successful community projects have included the grand openings 
of the Orange Grove Community Park and the Hacienda Heights 
Community Center and Park.  We are continuing to work with the 
County’s Department of Public Works for the beautification and 
improvement the landscaping along the walls on Hacienda Blvd. 
between Halliburton Rd. and the Pomona (60) Freeway, tentative-
ly scheduled to start construction during late 2015.  We also will 
continue to participate in the Jim Davis Beautification Day and the 
Fourth of July Parade and festivities.  I am very proud of the all of 
the items, issues, concerns and activities that HHIA Board Mem-
bers have dedicated countless hours to work on, resolve and ac-
complish this year. 
 
I want to recognize all the members of the Board of Directors 
serving in the best interest of the community this year.  They are a 
group of people that want our community life to be the very best.  
Mike Williams, Vice-President and Public Relations Chair, 
continues to be a guiding light with the operations of the Board of 
Directors.  Jeff Yann, Secretary and Environmental Chair, contin-
ues to record minutes of the monthly Board meetings.  He is an 
excellent community representative, reporting and writing letters 
on the environmental front and is proactive in initiating and re-
viewing positions on issues with potential impacts in Hacienda 
Heights.  Maury Edwards, is Treasurer, as well as Parks & Recre-
ation Chair, Chair for both our Jim Davis Beautification Day 
and our Fourth of July Parade Float Program.  He keeps our 
books accurately and is the Board’s conscience in spending our 
funds wisely.  This year, Maury will be mentoring Board Mem-
bers on committee responsibilities for making the Jim Davis 
Beautification Day a successful event.  Also, since he has been in 
charge of the float in past years, HHIA has won an award or hon-
orable mention each year.  Johanna Zamora, Code Enforcement 
Chair, is our liaison with the County agencies responsible for 
code violations related to residential, commercial and public right-
of-way issues that impact our neighborhoods.   Ellen Gervase, 
Programs Chair, arranges with various individuals, entities and 
agencies to provide presentations at our monthly Board meetings.   
 

(Continued on page 4)  

“Taste of the Heights” coming soon! 
THE 1ST "TASTE OF THE HEIGHTS" IN HACIENDA 

HEIGHTS!!! 
 

M ark you calendars for Wednesday, MAY 13th at 
5p.m. and go to the new Hacienda Heights Com-

munity Center at 1234 Valencia Ave.  Join in the fun for 
a "Night Under the Stars".  You can taste great food 
from local restaurants, enjoy wine tasting  and listen to 
the Beach Style music of the "HODADS".   

The concert is sponsored by the Los Angeles County 
Arts Commission.  Admission is just $10.00 per person 
for pre-sale tickets and $15.00 per person at the Door.  
There is ample parking and the grounds are really great.  
For Pre-Sale tickets please contact one of the Board 
members listed on the back page of the Newsletter or 
contact Mike Williams at 626-536-3407.  See you there.   
The Hacienda Heights Community Center is easy to 
find. (See map below.) 
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Keep up with what is happening in                 

Hacienda Heights! 

Go to our website:  http://hhia.wordpress.com/  
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Sanitation District locks out Hacienda Heights residents! 
Jeff Yann, Environmental Chair 

 

On February 28, the County Sanitation Districts (CSD) ordered per-
manent closure of access gates at the west ends of Orange Grove and 
Los Robles Avenues.  Agreement was sought by the Board of the 
Puente Hills Habitat Authority, which owes its existence to CSD and 
includes the CSD General Manager on its board.  Concurrence was 
granted by the Habitat Authority Board on February 26 on a 3-0-1 
vote.  
 
These entrances have been open to informal access by residents from 
the nearby homes for more than four decades.  Originally, openings 
in a chain link fence allowed easy entry by hikers.  In the early 
2000’s, these entrances were significantly improved to allow access 
for all users, including horseback riders and bicyclists.   
 
At no time since CSD acquisition of this property in 1970 has access to 
this area been formally prohibited and it has been heavily used as a de-
sirable recreation resource for Hacienda Heights residents of all ages.  
Many simply walk between the two streets while others venture onto the 
County trails that connect with this location for deeper forays into the 
canyons or up to the Skyline Trail at the top of the ridge.  Many children from our community, including my own, 
have gained a fascination with nature by entering through these portals. 
 
The reasons cited by CSD for the closures were liability concerns for injuries that might occur at these points.  In 
fact, all trails that enter the hills from Seventh Avenue or wind through the local canyons are located on CSD prop-
erty.  It seems obvious that whatever liability coverage County assumes for its trail network could also be extended 
to these entrances. 
 
Over the years, these trailheads have grown enormously popular as listings in guidebooks and websites have publi-
cized them and opportunities for trail hiking have become more limited in other areas.  Closing two of the three ac-
cess points to this area now shifts all trailhead impacts to Seventh Avenue.  Not only does this create tremendous 
neighborhood impacts from cars parking at this one trailhead, it forces all users onto the same narrow, rutted, wind-
ing trail.  Serious potential for injury results from mixing families with children, equestrians and out-of-control 
mountain bikers on this trail. 
 
HHIA believes solutions are possible which can once again open the closed trailheads to local use.  At its March 

meeting, the HHIA Board approved a letter seeking help from Supervisor Knabe and his local field deputy Angie 

Valenzuela to bring all agencies involved in this situation together to and work out a solution which allows local 

residents to enjoy the benefits provided by this nearby open space but resolves the major impacts to residents result-

ing from the huge increase in users over the last few years.  We welcome input from local residents who have used 

these entrances prior to closure of the gates describing how you enjoyed access to the hills.  These descrip-

tions can be sent to Environmental Chair Jeff Yann at jkyann@roadrunner.com. 

Jeff (HHIA Board member) and Lynn Yann at closed 
gate.   

Photo credit: San Gabriel Valley Tribune (Mar. 27, 
2015.  http://www.sgvtribune.com/environment-
and-nature/20150327/dispute-erupts-over-closure-
of-two-puente-hills-trails 

AR-150329489 - Shortcut.lnk

Vector Control advises residents on West 

Nile Virus 
The Greater Los Angeles Vector Control District has con-

firmed the first West Nile virus positive mosquito sample, 

2 months earlier than usual, probably due to the warm win-

ter..  Residents are advised to take precautions and elimi-

nate any standing water!  This includes accumulations 

in pots, ponds, swimming pools, pet dishes, old tires, or 

other small containers. 

Come to meetings! Get to know your        

community 

We will be meeting on the third Monday night of 

the months on April 20th, May 18, and June 15th 

at 7 p.m.  The location is at the Hacienda La 

Puente School District Office at 15959 E. Gale Ave., 

City Of Industry, CA   91745. 
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HHIA Directors Honor Adria Ybarra 

 

After serving on the Board for a 6 productive years, 
Adria Ybarra was termed-out and was presented with 
a Director's Plaque of Recognition In Appreciation of 
her service to the Community at the February 23rd 
monthly meeting.  Adria was elected to the Board in 
Dec 2008.  She served as Vice-President for the 
Years 2010 through 2013.  In 2014, her last year she 
did a great job as Chair of the Membership Commit-
tee.  We applaud Adria for her participation in com-
munity affairs and hope to see her at future HHIA 
meetings. 

Adria Ybarra (left with Brent Palmer, President of HHIA 

Los Angeles County sets up complaint network 
for helicopter noise 

 
Hanny Zamora, Code Enforcement 

 

L.A. County residents can now complain about noisy, 
low-flying helicopters to a website and hotline spon-
sored by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
"Helicopter noise has disrupted the daily lives of thou-
sands of Los Angeles County residents for years, and 
allowing the public to report incidents to the FAA is a 
welcome and necessary step toward solving this prob-
lem", said Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.).   
 
Legislation passed Congress in Jan. 2014.  It requires 
the FAA to develop flight regulations to reduce heli-
copter noise in Los Angeles County unless voluntary 
measures are effective.   The law new does not apply to 
flights by the military and public safety agencies.  
Complaints can be made online at http://heli-noise-
la.com/ or by calling (424) 348-4354.  

 
Is there a problem in your neighborhood? 

For information, to report a code violation or other 
problem, call 211.  211 LA pr ovides infor mation 
and takes reports about potential code and zoning vio-
lations for residents of the unincorporated area of Hac-
ienda Heights in Los Angeles County. 
 
They will help with questions about animal control, 
unpermitted garage conversions, home construction 
permits, graffiti removal, and illegal dumping, or other 
issues/concerns you may have. 
 
Code regulations are also monitored by HHIA Board 
Member: Hanny Zamora.  She can be reached at  
(626) 961-8991 or classiccruise@verizon.net 
 

Community Emergency Preparedness Fair  
Schabarum Park 

Get your family prepared.  Los Angeles County will 
hold the Preparedness Fair in Schabarum Park on May 
2, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Learn about emer -
gency response vehicles, purchase life-saving equip-
ment and watch demonstrations.  Parking is free and 
there will be activities for children. 

 

Have you heard? CA affected by drought! 

New regulations are in place and additional ones are 
probably down the line.  State regulators voted to out-
law watering the lawn within 48 hours of a rainstorm.  
You cannot wash down your pavement with a hose.  
You can wash your car only while using a muzzle 
with a shutoff mechanism.  Fines can be imposed.   

Some tips for saving water: 

 5 minute showers save a lot of water. 

 Turn off the water while you brush your teeth. 

 Collect shower water used to warm the water in a 
bucket and use on your plants. 

 Install water saving appliances and get rebates.  
Check bewaterwise.com for information and 
water-saving  and money saving tips. 

 Get paid to get rid of your lawn—$2.00 per sq. ft.  
See bewaterwise.com. 

 Use water from cooking, ie. pasta or vegetable wa-
ter, in your garden.   

 Plant water-wise plants instead of thirsty species. 
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(Presidents corner cont.) 
 
Henry Gonzales, Membership Chair, is updating our membership list and developing methods to provide an accurate, efficient 
account of HHIA members.  Sandy Keat, Community Relations Chair, keeps us and the community current on all the various events and 
activities occurring in and around Hacienda Heights.  Lucy Pedregon, Public Safety & Health Chair continues to alert us monthly about 
health and safety issues.  Jeffrey Lin, Streets & Highways Chair, provides us with County updates on street, public right-of-way im-
provements, estimated construction schedules and updates.  Joan Licari, serves as Chair of Water & Utility Services and the Website.  
She keeps us informed both on water issues, new regulations and rebates affecting Hacienda Heights in this time of drought.  She updates 
the website monthly with current reports, articles, and events.  Newly elected to the Board, Joan Snyder, is Zoning Chair.  She will be 
reviewing and providing reporting on zoning items and issues which may impact our local neighborhoods and surrounding environs.  If 
you have problems or concerns, feel free to contact these members at the e-mail addresses on the last page of this newsletter or 
letter to HHIA. 
 
I also want to recognize and thank Dickie Simmons, Field Deputy for Supervisor Knabe, www.knabe.com.  He is responsible for repre-
senting Supervisor Knabe in Hacienda Heights.  He is definitely the person that has made things happen for Hacienda Heights when it 
relates to L.A. County.  Many of the inquiries we receive from community members go to the Field Deputy’s office for resolution.  He 
and the Field Deputy’s office team members handle them very quickly.  He has a positive attitude, a great sense of humor, and truly is 
concerned about the quality of life in Hacienda Heights.  It has been our pleasure to know him and work with him.  I also want to thank 
Angie Valenzuela, Adriana Rodriguez and Lauren Yokomizo on the Supervisor ’s staff for our area who work very hard on our be-
half.  James Yang, Department of Public Works, usually attends our monthly meetings and has the difficult job of answering the many 
questions about why some items are not addressed, completed or why it is taking a period of time.  We appreciate his willingness to 
come to our meetings and plan with us for the benefit of the community. 
 
We all want to thank Supervisor Don Knabe, www.knabe.com, for his support of Hacienda Heights as our representative on the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors.  He supports our community, financially and with actions.  His role in the past closure of the Puente 
Hills Landfill was invaluable.  Some municipalities and groups talked about extending the operating license for the landfill past the old 
permitted closure date of October 31, 2013.  Supervisor Knabe contacted many County and city officials, clearly supporting closure on 
schedule.  Without that support, we may have had an extension of permitted waste disposal with the associated, noise, debris, and air 
pollution.  Also, Supervisor Knabe was instrumental in the overall process of planning and construction of the recently opened Orange 
Grove Community Park and the Hacienda Heights Community Center and Park.  So thank you, Supervisor Knabe, for your continued 
support of Hacienda Heights and the HHIA. 
 
It is pleasure to collaborate with all of these dedicated individuals who work hard on behalf of all Hacienda Heights residents to ensure 
that our community continues to thrive, be a desirable area in which to live, work, play, raise our children/   
Sincerely, 
 
Brent R. Palmer, President 
Hacienda Heights Improvement Association 

Have a community problem?   Contact your Board members! 

U.S. Mail:                              
     Address:  HHIA    
   P.O. Box 5325 

  Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 
 HHIA Email:  info@hhia.net 

 
       

 
 Brent Palmer       brparch@m sn.com  

 Mike Williams  
         mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com 

 Maury Edwards  edwrads9@aol.com 

 Jeff Yann       

    jkyann@roadrunner.com 

 Hanny Zamora    classiccruise@verizon.net 

 Sandy Keat           
 sandykeat@roadrunner.com 

 Henry Gonzales   
           henrygonzales44@yahoo.com 

 Lucy Pedregon      latinamz@aol.com 

 Ellen Gervase        egervase@aol.com 

 Joan Licari             jlicari2013@gmail.com 

 Jeffrey Lin              lindexinc@hotmail.com 

 Joan Snyder           jimnjoan1999@yahoo.com 

Board Members 

Want to know who in L.A. County to contact about a problem?   
See the Hacienda Heights Community Connections!  Check it out at: 
   http://knabe.com/_dev/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Hacienda-Heights-Conn-2014-final.pdf 
 
  

mailto:info@hhia.net
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Hacienda Heights Improvement Association 
P.O. Box 5325 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

Working to build a better community 

 


